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WHO'S WHO IN THE WFSC 

Member: Kurt Albrecht 

This issue of ACROSS THE FENCE finds member Kurt Albrecht as the subject of 
our interview. Kurt has been aiding the WFSC as an advisor on certain tax, fi
nancial and legal matters recently. As his profession is as a tax preparer he 
is knowledgeable on these matters and his input has been most helpful. Kurt runs 
his own business called "Kurt Albrecht, Tax and Accounting Consultant". 

Kurt has been married for over 23 years to his wife, Jane, and they have one 
son.Brian, who is 14 years of age. Brian has required some special schooling 
which is not available here so Kurt has taken him ·across the country for surrmer
time schooling. This also enables Kurt to travel which is something that he en
joys. Three years ago they spent time in California. This year it is Kansas. 
Kurt's mother lives in Brookfield. He has a brother in Hartland, one near Detroit, 
and a sister in New Berlin. Kurt's wife works in a lab at Froedart Malt Company, a 
company that makes malt for breweries frorn grain. Froedart supplies most of the 
major breweries. 

The city of Waukesha is home to Kurt and his family. He was born 50 years 
ago in Grand Rapids, Michigan and lived there till he was 14 years of age, at 
which time his parents moved the family to Brookfield, Wisconsin. 

About 16 years ago Kurt started collecting stamps. His Father-in-law was a 
collector and got Kurt started. His primary interests are Transportation Coils, 
Definable Routes on Stamps, and Woodrow Wilson. Additionally he collects book
lets and duck stamps. The booklet stamps and transportation coils are collected 
mint while the other items are collected mint, used, or on cover. At one time 
he collected coins but no longer pursues this hobby. Recently, with the increase 
in the value of coins, however,, he has been tempted to start collecting them again. 

Kurt has been very actively involved with the Greater Milwaukee Area Distin
guished Philatelist Appreciation Dinner Comnittee for a number of years and is 
presently the treasurer for that group. He also was one of the stalwarts for the 
Waukesha County Philatelic Society at 'IDPEX '93, the ATA show recently sponsored 
by that club • . Additionally he has been attending the WFSC meetings as an advisor. 
He is a member of the APS, the ATA, and the PNC3 club (Plate Number Coil in strips 
of three). As the name inplies., this group collects plate number coils in strips 
of three but Kurt collects them in strips of five. 

Kurt has a computer which he enjoys and he has been very generous about using 
it for the Waukesha County Philatelic Society ('IDPEX '93), for the Distinguished 
Philatelist Dinner, and for the WFSC. He use to be a Brewer fan but lately has 
become more interested in the Packers. It seems that the same thing has hit him 
that has hit most people in Wisconsin. 

We are most appreciative of all the contributions that Kurt has made to the 
hobby and wish him all the best in the future. 

✓ 



THE CLUB CO-OP 

by Karen Weigt, Secy., WFSC 
4184 Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562 

OK, so you spent the summer 
months planning programs and get
ting organized for the 1993-94 club 
meeting year. Through your efforts, 
you gained confidence, enthusiasm 
and a jump on the responsibility of 
club administration. Great! Now 
keep the momentum going. 

Schedule regular get-togethers of 
your core group of officers, appoin
tees and committee chairmen. Do 
it at least once every two months 
and preferably over a restaurant 
meal. It's usually most convenient 
to get together for an hour or so 
before a club meeting. Review your 
club's progress, brainstorm prob
lems, and pinpoint who will do 
what and when. 

Such meetings serve to shorten 
your general membership business 
meetings. They also provide a tre
mendous bonding and support for 
the president, who no longer feels 
he/she has to go it alone. When elec
tions come around, it's very pos
sible you'll actually have willing 
candidatPs for office - many from 
that core group you've developed 
and continue to expand. Keep it 
growing by always extending an in
vitation to the entire membership. 
Particularly encourage individuals 
who serve the club in any small 
manner. This could be the person 
in charge of circuit books, your 
greeter, librarian, youth coordina
tor, whatever. Once they've become 
a part of the bond of fellowship 
within the core, they'll want to be
come even more involved. 

Still looking for program ideas? 
Read on and keep tuned to "What 
Others Are Doing." This month's 
column also announces some "Win
ning Programs." If you can't find 
anything of interest here, you might 
try contacting your nearest U.S. 

congressman to speak about the 
operations of DC's House Post 
Office ... 

The list of incoming newsletters 
is still growing. Latest additions 
are: 

•Northwestern Mutual Stamp 
Club Newsletter, editor Paul 
Zientek 

• Wauwatosa Philatelic Society 
Newsletter, editor Walter Jaglowski 

Thank you and keep 'em com
ing. While the Oshkosh and 
Ripon Philatelic Societies don't 
produce a newsletter, they're now 
keeping in touch, and I urge all 
clubs to follow suit. A brief note 
about your club activities or photo
copies of your meeting minutes will 
suffice. Or, the next time you see 
me, sit down and just tell me what 
your club is doing. 

You're all VIPs in the WFSC! 

What Others Are Doing 

The Badger Stamp Club 
(Greater Madison area) reports 
results of a membership survey re
garding the format of their Tues
day evening program meetings: 

1 hour - buy/sell/trade session, 
10 minutes - business meeting, 

10 to 20 minutes - show and tell by one 
predetermined member, 

10 to 20 minutes - program on some technical 
aspect of collecting -

a total meeting time of approxi
mately l 112 to 2 hours. 

BSC officers for the 1992-93 club 
year are: Pres. Ron Hayes, VP Art 
Arntsen, Secy. Kay Stefani, Treas. 
Ed O'Brien, and Board Members 
George Cook, John Rettig and 
Bruce Shawkey. 

Martha Parfitt, secretary of the 
Ripon Philatelic Society, 

dropped me a note to let me know 
what their club has been doing 
since the beginning of the year: 

Jan. - Making Your Own Album Pages 
Feb. - WFSC Club Trivia Contest 
Mar. - All-member Show and Tell Featuring 

FDCs and Postcards 
Apr. - (no meeting due to bad weather) 
May - Perfin Collecting 
June - Auction 
July - Picnic 

Martha commented that in May 
the RPS also celebrated their 17th 
anniversary with cupcakes and 
punch. Additionally, their annual 
July "picnic" is now a sit-down din
ner at Braun's Family Restaurant, 
RPS's regular meeting place. This 
brings out more members and 
spouses than when the social was 
held as a potluck in the park. Af
ter this year's "picnic," attendees 
proceeded to the meeting room for 
a travelog on England presented 
by a RPS member. 

The Northwestern Mutual 
Stamp Club (Milwaukee) meets 
monthly at one of their 20 mem
bers' homes. For their March meet
ing, however, they got together at 
MILCOPEX and then went out to 
eat. They enjoyed this outing so 
much, they decided to do a repeat 
at TOPEX held this past June. 

Members of the Milwaukee 
Philatelic Society were asked to 
bring to their June meeting a phila
telic item in a grocery bag, stapled 
closed. Bagged items were prizes 
for their Give-and-Take Stamp 
Bingo games. They played for a set 
amount of time with winners re
ceiving a prize. When prizes ran 
out, they played take-away, 
whereby succeeding winners take 
a prize from a previous winner. 

MPS is now including commer
cial display ads within its newslet
ter. MPS members are entitled to 
three free 25-word classified want/ 
exchange notices per year. For com
mercial display ad rates, contact: 
Tom Kassel, Editor, Milwaukee 
Philatelist, Box 37750, Milwaukee, 
WI 53237-0750. 

(continued - next page) 



THE CLUB CO-OP 
(continued) 

Is it getting too costly for your 
club to buy a complete set of the 
new Scott catalogues each year? 
The Central Wisconsin Stamp 
Club (Wisconsin Rapids and 
Stevens Point) voted to purchase 
only the new Specialized Volume 
and Volume I each year. They'll ac
quire year-old dealer copies of Vol
umes II-Vat a reduced cost. 

The CWSC produced a cacheted 
cover commemorating the '93 Pio
neer Days at the historic Wakely 
Inn. The club then donated the en
tire sales profit of $65 toward 
Wakely Inn preservation. 

The Northwoods Stamp and 
Coin Club (Rhinelander) holds 
its annual show at Nicolet College. 
They also make an annual dona
tion to the Nicolet College Founda
tion. This year they gave $500 to 
fund two $250 scholarships. Their 
August program meeting featured 
a presentation by one of their mem
bers about concentration and POW 
camp mail - a timely subject in 
conjunction with the 50th anniver
sary of that conflict. 

Yet another generous club, the 
Northwoods Philatelic Society 
(Iron Mountain, MI), donated $15 
to the Smithsonian's new National 
Postal Museum, which opened its 
doors on July 30 in Washington, 
DC. New NPS officers are: Pres. Al 
LeBlanc, VP Milt Wirth, Secy. Jim 
Steams, Treas. Ellsworth Semler, 
and Board Members Paul Castor, 
Marty Koeller and Bob Danielson. 

New Oshkosh Philatelic Soci
ety officers are: Pres . Paul 
Thoman, VP Al Marcus, Secy., 
Bruce Abraham, and Treas. Bob 
Sparks. 

While at WISCOPEX '93, I dared 
to ask former OPS Secretary Steve 
Langkau what their rather sensual
sounding "Pie 'n' Poke" night was 
all about. Steve explained that it's 
related to the on-paper worldwide 
mixtures the club periodically pur
chases. At the initial unveiling of a 

' new mixture, members "pie 'n 
poke" (at the mixture) and buy at 
the rate of 5¢ per stamp for the 
first 20, and 2¢ for every stamp over 
20. At the end of the meeting, a 
series of names are drawn to de
termine the order of a circuit for 
taking the mixture home between 
meetings, with maximum pur
chases of 25 stamps per person for 
1¢ each. When the mixture has 
completed the first circuit, it is let 
out again for unlimited purchases 
at the rate of 1¢ per stamp. 

New officers of the Green Bay 
Philatelic Society are: Pres. Clete 
Delvaux, VP Peter Adamni, Secy. 
Kirk Becker, and Treas. Ken 
Coakley. As of the June issue, John 
Spangler took over from Clete 
Delvaux the position of newsletter 
editor. Although the GBPS admin
istrative structure doesn't include 
board members, it does maintain 
standing and special committees: 
properties, mailing, juniors, mem
bership, program, show, auditing, 
and nominations. 

Winning Programs 

Both the Green Bay Philatelic 
Society and the Central Wiscon
sin Stamp Club (Wisconsin Rap
ids and Stevens Point) enjoyed 
programs on tagging this past 
spring. Both clubs reported their 
programs as an overwhelming suc
cess. Interest in this area of philat
ely is, indeed, at its peak with all 
the tagging varieties currently be
ing generated by the U.S. Postal 
Service. 

The Northwoods Philatelic 
Society (Iron Mountain, MI) re
ported a dramatic increase in par
ticipation and meeting attendance 
with its Topical Collection Contest. 
The rules were similar to the 
Green Bay Philatelic Society's 
Wayout Topical Contest reported in 
the April '93 issue of Across the 
Fence. In case you missed that one, 
here they are again: 

(1) Mount your stamps on an album page, 
stock page, or plain sheet of 8112' x 11' paper. . 

(2) Entry should have a minimum of six but 
no more than 12 items, all associated to the 
same topic. 

(3) Pages may include a title and/or descrp-
tion. 

(4) Entrants should be prepared to briefly 
describe their entries at the meeting. 

(5) Pages will be placed on a table and each 
member will cast a vote for his/her favorite. 
Philatelic prizes will be awarded to the top three 
vote-getters in both youth and adult divisions. 

Thank you again for keeping me 
informed so all these great ideas 
can be shared with your fellow 
clubs. Please keep it coming. And, 
if you're not already doing it, in-
elude my name on your newsletter 
mailing list. 

Note: Although the focus of 
"The Club Co-op" column is on 
CLUBS, it's not meant to be a 
show/bourse announcement 
section. All ads, show an-
nouncements and listings, phi-
lately-related articles by indi-
viduals, closed albums (news 
about individuals), etc., still go 
directly to Clete Delvaux, Edi-
tor of Across the Fence. 

Updated Show/ 
Bourse/Club Meet-
ing Info Flier 
HURRY! The WFSC is currently 
preparing an updated show/ 
bourse/club meeting info flier for 
bulk distribution to all member 
clubs with the October issue of 
Across the Fence . Fliers are for 
distribution to your membership 
and to visitors at your upcom-
ing shows/bourses. 

Please send to me by no later 
than September 15, informa-
tion about your club-sponsored 
shows and bourses thru August 
1994: date(s), location ( w/ad-
dress), and contact name, ad-
dress, and phone number (if de-
sired). Send this information to: 
Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose Ct., 
Middleton, WI 53562-4339. 



MILCOPEX '94 Exhibit 
Entries 

Copies of the exhibitor rules for 
MILCOP.EX 94, the annual stamp 
exhibition of the Milwaukee Phila
telic Society, are available to col
lectors interested in exhibiting in 
next year's show. MILCOPEX '94 
will be held March 4-6 at the Mil
waukee Exposition and Convention 
Center and Arena's (MECCA) Bruce 
Hall. MECCA is located at North 
6th Street and West Kilbourn Av
enue in downtown Milwaukee. 

"Airmail Philately" will be the 
theme ofMILCOPEX '94, which will 
host the annual meeting of the 
American Air Mail Society. Over 
2500 pages of stamp exhibits from 
throughout the nation will be 

. shown. Fifty-seven dealers from 
throughout North America will of
fer stamps for sale. 

MILCOPEX is an open show -
Milwaukee Philatelic Society mem
bership is not required to exhibit 
at the show - and the Grand 
Award winner is eligible for entry 
in the American Philatelic Society's 
World Series of Philately national 
competition scheduled for August 
1994. For a free copy of MILCOPEX 
'94 exhibit rules, write to: MPS, Box 
1980, Milwaukee, WI 53201. 
MILCOPEX frames hold 16 Sm" x 
11" pages. The adult entry fee is $6 
per frame. Juniors may exhibit at 
no charge. 

Dealers interested in participat
ing in the show may write to: Dou
glas Galaszewski, Box 1980, Mil
waukee, WI 53201, for informa
tion. 

General Chairman for MILCO
PEX '94 is John Fagan. 

The WFSC Wisconsin 
Stamp Suggestion 
Committee Needs 
Your Help! 
For more information, contact: 
Karen Weigt, Secy., WFSC, 4184 
Rose Ct., Middleton, WI 53562. 

Summary of Executive 
Board Meeting Min
utes - June 27, 1993 

The meeting was called to order 
at 12:30 p.m. by President Greg 
Schmidt at TOPEX '93, Milwaukee, 
WI. Attendance totaled 11 officers, 
appointees and visitors. 

Reports and Old Business -
Show Chairman Deanna Juhnke 

reported on plans for WISCOPEX 
'94, and after agreeing on a set of 
guidelines, a motion was passed to 
allow the Central Wisconsin 
Stamp Club use of the WFSC Wis
consin State Sales Tax Exemption 
Number in conjunction with ex
penses for WISCOPEX '94. A News
letter Committee was formed to con
sider a standardized format for 
Across the Fence and update its ap
pearance. The committee also will 
propose a set of guidelines for the 
editor, which will include a policy 
for handling show cover ads. It was 
agreed to participate in the 1994 
Sheboygan Airport Wings and 
Wheels event for the purpose of pro
moting the hobby of stamp collect
ing. An annual budget and mechan
ics of a floating account were ap
proved for the WFSC Historian. The 
Executive Board also established 
guidelines for content of the WFSC 
historical collection. · 

New Business -
The Finance Committee was 

asked to determine if the WFSC is 
currently holding an excess of re
serve funds before engaging in de
tailed discussion of whether or not 
the WFSC can lend financial sup
port for WISCOPEX. It was decided 
to continue with the policy of al
lowing host clubs to schedule 
WISCOPEX for any weekend be
tween the dates of April 1 thru May 
31. The host club shall be respon
sible for negotiating any date con
flicts with commercial bourses. An 
updated show/bourse/club meeting 
information flier will be distributed 
with the October issue of Across the 
Fence. The Judging Committee is
sued criteria for judging youth ex
hibits. If, after trial usage, the cri-

teria are found to be acceptable, 
they will be adopted for use at 
WISCOPEX '94. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:00 
p.m. The next Executive Board 
meeting will be held at Stevens 
Point and was tentatively scheduled 
for October 23, 1993. 

Karen L. Weigt, Secy., WFSC 

To: 

From: 

All WFSC Member 
Clubs 

Hall of Fame Com
mittee 

Subject: Nominations for 
Class of'94 

ATIENTION! 

Nominations are now being 
accepted for the 1994 Wisconsin 
Philatelic Hall of Fame. The 
deadline is January 1, 1994. 
Qualifications required of all 
nominees are: 

a. Contributions of a purely 
local club nature shall not be the 
sole reason for selection to the 
Hall of Fame. 

b. A deceased philatelist may 
not be nominated or considered 
for selection until three years af
ter his/her death. 

Send your nomination(s) to
gether with a statement identi
fying the nominee, a short phila
telic biography, and the reasons 
why that person should be se
lected for the Wisconsin Phila
telic Hall of Fame to: Karen L. 
Weigt, Secy., WFSC, 4184 Rose 
Ct., Middleton, WI 53562-4339. 

Only WFSC member clubs 
may submit nominations, and 
each nomination must be sec
onded by two other member 
clubs. It is suggested that the 
nominating club make arrange
ments with the seconding clubs 
to provide those seconds and 
that the nominations and sec
onds be sent to the WFSC Secre
tary in one mailing. 



() f/X; '93 
STAM1SHOW 
ONE DAY ONLY - SATURDAY 

OCTOBER 2, 1993 (9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.) 

HOLIDAY INN SOUTHEAST 
Madison, Wisconsin 
1-90 & Hwys. 12/18 (Exit 142B) 
THEME: "Stamp Collecting is Blooming Everywhere!" 

Philatelic Exhibits 
(by club members) 

~ Big Dealer Bourse 

~ Free Admission/Parking 

~ Handicap Accessible 

~ Door Prizes ~ Show Cover and Special Cancel 
(Garden Flowers bklt. stamps) 

-~ USPS Substation 

~ Youth Fun Table 
~ For More Information 

Call (608) 836-1509 

w. Greenf 1e l d e. 

Sponsored 
by 

Wauwatosa Philatelic society 
presents 

~ GONZAGA HALL 

TOSAPEX'93 
October 16-17, 1993 

GONZAGA HALL 

( 1435 South 92nd) 

• Over 600 Pages of Exhibits 
• Cachet Covers 

and Special Show Cancel 
• Over 24 Dealers 
• Postal Station 
• Free Admission 
• Hours 10-5 

P.O. Box 13102 • Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 53213 

R.R . I I I II II I I II I I I- u11~1~11~1~11~1+11~1~1 

Location of TOSAPEX, Gonzaga Hall, 1435 
South 92nd Street, West AIiis, WI. 
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JOINING WITH JUNIORS 

By MaryAnn Bowman 

Stamp Activities for Youth at the Smithsonian Institution 

July 30, 1993, was the opening day of the new National Postal Museum in 
Washington D.C. I had planned my summer vacation to correspond to the museum's 
opening. There had been much media hype regarding the opening of the museum 
and I was very much interested in seeing what it had to offer youth of all ages. 

Tucked away in one of the outside corners of the museum was the first evidence 
that something special had been planned for youth . A musical hopscotch board that 
used stamp illustrations for the stepping squares also provided a brief respite from the 
hot Washington summer day as it sprayed a mist of water upon the jumper. 

Once inside the museum, there were six major galleries including a changing 
exhibit gallery. In the galleries were various interactive displays that appealed to all 
ages. Of special interest to the younger generation were several touch computer 
programs that allowed the player to become a part of history through recreations of 

. historical events involving the delivery of the mail. One such popular activity allowed a 
person to fly a mail plane. 

Kids of all ages enjoyed several large kiosks where you were allowed to use a 
computer to type in your name and mailing address. In just a few seconds, a free 
souvenir postcard emerged. The card illustrated Owney. Nearby was another kiosk 
which for 19 cents applied a special Owney meter cancellation. A message could be 
handwritten on the card and then mailed. 

The museum also houses an educational Discovery Center. Unfortunately, at 
the time I was there, a news conference for the media was being held in that room and 
so it was not available for me to see what it had to offer. Attempts to find out were 
unsuccessful as the museum staff was apparently too new to be very knowledgeable 
on that subject. However the literature that I had read stated that the Discovery Center 
offers daily activities and projects relating to postal history and stamps for both children 
and adults to partake in. 

The museum gift shop offered many colorful (but somewhat pricey) items all 
related to the stamp hobby. There were many books, albums, stamp packets, covers, 
and trinkets to entice the hobbyist as well as the newcomer to the hobby. 

I was also impressed with the Hands-on History room at the Museum of 
American History. (This was the museum where the stamp collection had been 
previously housed.) The Hands-on Room had two activities that directly related to 
stamp collecting and the movement of the mails. In one activity, youth were 
challenged to form their own stamp album page. Using a velcro board, laminated 
stamp enlargements could be arranged in any pattern, topic, etc. After designing your 
page,you were given a paper upon which to write the title of your album page. In 
another fun-filled activity, you were asked to pull envelopes out of a mail sack, read 
the address, and slot the mail into the appropriate cubby hole in a given time. I am 
pleased to say that I passed the test! 



Milwaukee 
Philatelic 

Society Inc. 
presents 

STAMPFEST 1993 
at 

St. Aloysius Gonzaga Hall 
1435 S. 92nd Street 

West Allis, Wisconsin 

Saturday, September 18, 1993 10 AM - 6 PM 
Sunday, September 19, 1993 10 AM - 4 PM 

Free Admission and Parking 
Green Bay 

t 

onzaga Hall 

Sheboygan 
t 

For information or Bourse application write: 
STAMPFEST 1993 9906 W. Grantosa 

Wauwatosa WI 5322 
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THE 1918 RACE TO 
CHICAGO - PART I 

by James H. Bruns, Director, NPM 

(The following is a reprint from EnRoute, Vol. 1, No. 4, 
October-December 1992. The article is especially timely with 
1993 being the 75th anniversary of the inauguration of offi
cial United States airmail service. The first regular sched
uled United States airmail service began May 15, 1918, on 
a route from Washington, DC, via Philadelphia, Pa., to 
Belmont Park, NY. That same year, a pathfinder f7,ight for 
New York-Chicago service was made on September 5, and is 
recounted in the story below. 

Of further significance is that this article comes from 
EnRoute, the newsletter of the Smithsonian National Postal 
Museum, Washington, DC, which celebrated the grand open
ing of its new quarters on July 30, 1993.) 

Benjamin Lipsner, the 
nation's first Superinten
dent of the Air Mail Service 
decided to expand service to 
Chicago for several reasons: 
The Windy City had large 
commercial markets, politi
cal importance, heavy mail 
volume, and he himself was 
a Chicagoan. Postal officials 
agreed to Lipsner's request 
for test flights from New 
York to Chicago, provided 
the distance could be cov
ered by plane in under ten 
hours. If the flight took 
more than ten hours, the 
Post Office could do better 
sending the mail by train. 
The ultimate goal of the Air 
Mail Service was to provide 
coast-to-coast service, but 
spanning the continent 
would have to be accom
plished in stages, beginning 
with the establishment of 
flights between New York 
and Chicago. 

For the flight, Lipsner 
asked his two best pilots to 
make separate journeys. 
The pilots were Eddie 
Gardner and Max Miller. 

lunch, his preferred form of 
a business meeting. He 
needed to mediate a com
petitive squabble between 
the two pilots over who 
would make the flight first . 

"Now boys," he said, 
"There is no use in quarrel
ing about this. You are both 
going to make the trip and 
it really doesn't make a bit 
of difference to me who 
starts first." 

He handed each a map 
and explained the most 
likely route, a direct air line 
from New York to Chicago. 
From Belmont Park they 
would fly over Manhattan, 
New Jersey , across the 
mountains of Pennsylvania, 
with stops for refueling at 
Lock Haven, Pa., and Cleve
land and Bryan, Oh., and 
then hook around the lower 
edge of Lake Michigan into 
Chicago. The plan would fol
low the Woodrow Wilson 
Airway, one of several key 
aerial routes envisioned by 
the Aero Club of America. 

During the lunch to
gether, Lipsner stated that 
Miller would leave for Chi
cago first, with Gardner to 
follow a short time later. 
Gardner, also a Chicagoan, 
objected fiercely. The mere 
thought of tagging after 
Miller made him nearly 
choke. 

"What do you mean fol
low?" Gardner snarled. "Do 
you think I'm a baby? Do 
you think I have to have a 
guide to help me set that 
ship down in Chicago? 

Wouldn't I look pretty trail
ing some guy back to where 
I came from. What would my 
friends in Chicago say to see 
me being led home on a 
string by some guy from 
California?" 

Lipsner, always the prag
matist, quickly switched 
sides. Gardner would leave 
first and Miller would fol
low. 

"Oh, Max can follow, can 
he?" barked the young 
Miller. "Why, I couldn't fol
low him a mile without run
ning him down." 

Lipsner abandoned diplo
macy for simple luck; he an
nounced that a toss of the 
coin would determine who 
went first. Lipsner flipped a 
quarter and Miller called the 
winning "heads." 

Embarrassed by their 
childish behavior, Miller and 
Gardner apologized to each 
other and left the eatery 
arm-on-arm, making bets 
about who would land first. 

Both pilots, however, 
were overly cocky, and it 

(continued next page) 

Lipsner arranged to meet 
Gardner and Miller for 

Max Miller (l.), one of two pilots selected by Benjamin Lipsner (r.) to fly the path
finding f1,ight to Chicago. 



1918RACETO 
cmCAGO 

(continued) 

was evident that the impor
tance of their mission for the 
United States Post Office 
Department came as an af
terthought. But despite their 
attitudes, Gardner and 
Miller would soon make his
tory as the first pilots to 
make these flights. 

At the time, postal offi
cials did not even know if 
such flights were feasible, 
for the pilots would be pass
ing over the hazardous Al
legheny Mountains, an area 
later dubbed "Hell's Stretch" 
and the "Aviators' Grave
yard." Plagued by unpredict
able weather and fog
shrouded terrain, this 
stretch afforded few safe 
places to land in cal!e of 
trouble and was the scene 
of more fatal accidents than 
anywhere else in the coun
try. 

Neither Eddie Gardner 
nor Max Miller thought of 
risk; they saw this as a con
test to prove who was the 
better pilot. The race to 
reach Chicago was under
way. 

The evening before the 
race began, the gas pump pn 
Gardner's plane broke, caus
ing the ground crew to work 
well into the night to fix the 
craft. Miller's aircraft was in 
good trim. 

The next day both pilots 
were raring to go. Shortly af
ter daybreak, Miller climbed 
into his airplane, revved the 
engine, and settled back for 
one of the rides of his life. 
Gardner grabbed Miller's 
hand as though to wish him 
well, and shouted, "Look me 
up when you get to Chicago, 
Max." After this parting 
shot, Miller took off at 7:08 

a.m. on September 5, 1918, 
in a 150-horsepower Stan
dard airplane. 

Nearly an hour after 
Miller's departure, Gard
ner's plane was rolled into 
place. Immediately, it began 
to rain. Mother Nature was 
constantly being nasty to· 
Gardner, so much so that he 
developed a saying: "A bad 
beginning means a good end
ing." 

Gardner, piloting a 400-
horsepower Curtiss R-4, tax
ied off, but not very far. The 
tail skid was broken. Eddie 
quickly spotted another 
Curtiss aircraft and ordered 
the mail transferred into it. 
To the shock and dismay of 
the ground crew, Gardner 
paid no heed to their warn
ings that the plane had 
never been tested. When he 
found out that the craft was 
full of oil and gas, he was 
ready to go. 

Edward C. Radel, an ace 
airplane mechanic, was sent 
along with Gardner in case 
his skills were needed for 
emergency repairs. In the 
rush, Radel left the fire ex
tinguisher and lunch in the 
other airplane. That was not 
all they forgot. Once in the 
air, Gardner realized that he 
did not have a new ball com
pass. He would have to rely 
on his own cheap pocket 
compass. 

The goal was to reach 
Chicago within one day, dur
ing daylight. Any longer 
would either mean flying at 
night, which approximated 
suicide, or making a stop
over along the way, which 
added significantly to the 
flight. Hence, the one-day 
schedule was a must. 

Once a pilot took off from 
an airfield, few people knew 
where he was until he ar
rived at his destination. The 

first of the "Pathfinding 
Flights" was a test of com
munication between the air 
and ground, and in this case, 
between anxious postal offi
cials in Washington and Chi
cago. Postal officials along 
the projected flight path ad
vised Lipsner by telephone 
and telegraph of the planes' 
progress. Lipsner tried to di
rect the flights bal!8d upon 
the messages he received in 
Chicago. 

Meanwhile, what started 
out as a relatively smooth 
flight began to become more 
complicated for Gardner. 
Planning to stop for fuel in 
Lock Haven, Pa., Gardner 
was blown 30 miles off 
course. He was back in the 
air in an hour, but had dif
ficulty finding landmarks 
because of low cloud cover. 
He flew through a rain
storm, landing at the New 
Jersey Shore in mid-after
noon, to fix minor trouble. 
Gardner finally reached 
Lock Haven at 2:16 p.m. and 
spent the night there be
cause of another rainstorm. 

Gardner left Lock Haven 
at 10:45 a.m. the next day. 
Aside from a 35-minute de
lay in locating a field over 
Cleveland, Gardner was di
rectly on course. He landed 
in Westville, Ind., at 7:20 
p.m. 

Miller was the first to ar
rive in Chicago on Septem
ber 6, after an overnight lay
over in Lock Haven, and fu
eling stops in Cleveland and 
Bryan, Oh. The highlight of 
Miller's journey occurred 
when his airplane sprang a 
leak in its radiator. In 
search of water for his air
plane, Miller landed in a 
field, but was driven off the 
property by the owner, an 
irate, shotgun-toting farmer. 
Despite this incident, Miller 

made his way to Chicago in 
one piece. 

The moment Miller's 
plane touched ground, 
cheers arose from the crowd. 
The first official air mail 
plane had arrived in Chi
cago. As night approached, 
while others celebrated, 
Miller began to worry about 
his buddy Eddie. Unable to 
join in the festivities, he 
pleaded for permission to go 
back into the air to search 
for his friend, or to create a 
pyrotechnic display to light 
the sky for his "lost" part
ner. 

Gardner finally tele
phoned Chicago to tell of his 
overnight stay in Indiana. 
Relieved, Miller regained his 
composure and told Eddie, 
"Hey, Turk, I thought you 
were going to look me up 
when you got to Chicago." 

Needless to say, Gardner 
was disgusted. After a short 
one-hour flight to Chicago on 
September 7, Gardner re
ceived his own warm recep
tion at Grant Park when he 
landed at 8: 17 a.m. Though 
Gardner's journey was not 
as adventumus as Miller's, 
he did leave behind a num
ber of mail sacks in Bryan, 
Ohio, in his haste to reach 
Chicago. 

Lipsner, a group of postal 
officials, Charles Dickinson, 
president of the Aero Club 
of Illinois, and Augustus 
Post, secretary of the Aero 
Club of America, welcomed 
Gardner at the airport. No 
one dwelled on the fact that 
neither pilot had reached 
Chicago in the prescribed ten 
hours on the first run. In
stead, the pilots' arrival was 
celebrated as one completed 
step in building the future 
of the Air Mail Service. 

Next Month: The Han-owing 
Return Fll1ht to New York 
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Scott Weir, a sixteen year old student from New Holstein, has-been previously 
featured on the Topi-Corner page. You may recall that he wrote about his 
Washington D. C. exhibit. This time he tells us how he got started in topical collecting 
and his newest exhibit on flags. 

When I was about five years old my aunt gave me a stamp album for my 
birthday. I enjoyed trying to find where each stamp went. Soon that started to get 
boring. I needed a bigger challenge, so I decided to put together an exhibit. 

My first exhibit was about a trip I had taken from Wisconsin to South Dakota 
around the area of Mt. Rushmore. A few years later, I made another collection about 
two trips I had taken to Washington D.C. Soon the D.C. collection was growing quite 
large, so I decided to slow the pace on that exhibit and start a new one. I had been 
saving stamps for about eight years when I started to make an exhibit about flags. I 
had enough stamps in my collection to make 16 pages. Only a few items had to be 
purchased especially for this project. 

My flag exhibit contains a variety of philatelic material. For the most part, my 
collection is definitives and commemoratives, of which there are special types of each 
such as se-tenant, coils, line pairs, plate number coils and plate blocks. Souvenir 
sheets, first day covers, postal cards, envelopes, booklet panes, and proof cards can 
also be found in my exhibit. 

I have two favorites among the items in my flag exhibit. They are two of the 
large American Bicentennial Souvenir Sheets issued in 1986. One shows the 
surrender of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, and the other shows Washington Crossing 
the Delaware. 

In the process of putting my collection together, I found that it isn't known who 
actually designed the first American flag. One story has it that Betsy Ross designed it 
and so I use that stamp in my exhibit. Many sources were used in preparing this 
exhibit including the Postal Service Guide to U.S. Stamps. 

I think that more youth should get involved in stamp collecting. Even if they 
don't put together any exhibits like I have, they could still collect stamps. It's 
educational and a good investment. 



CHECK OUT ,HE.SE DC1i1-S 

~~~~ 
DANEPEX '93 COVERS (Oct. 2) - Cachet features a lily 
111d Olbric~ Botnical Gardm 1090. Covm franked with single 
Gardu Flowers hoklet stamp 111d canceled with leaf design 
pictorial. Portio■ of proceeds donated to the Olbrich Botani
cal Gardus, Madis011, WI. $I.SO ea. or $6.00 for set of five 
(homi119 requests for specific si11glu mnot be 9umnteed). 
Sud erdm wit~ No. to SASE to: Badger Stamp Club, c/o 
Gary Small, P.O. Box 382, Middleto11, WI S3S62. 

WANTED --- Canada #1094 
Canadian Forces Postal Ser
vice on cover returned for 
postage "as stamp was used." 

BUY 

Price? 
Charles Luks 
409 Halsey Rd. 

Parsippany NJ 07054 

Highland Circle Stamps 
2420 LINDEN AVENUE WAUKEGAN, IL 60087 

Paul R. Binning, Owner 
(708) 662-7031 

STAMPS 

SEE YOU AT 
SELL 

Lake Geneva Show 
West Bend Show 
Kenosha Bourse 

Sept. 11 - 1 2 
Nov. 1 3 - 1 4 
3rd Sunday 

THIS AD SPOT IS RESERVED 
FOR YOU , 

YOUR STAMP CLUB, OR 
YOUR STAMP BUSINESS 

JUST $2 PER MONTH! SEND 
AD COPY & CHECK PAYABLE TO 

WFSC TO EDITOR CLETE DELVAUX 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
British & Colonies - Europe - Asia 
Africa - Central & South America 

MJnt, used, all periods. Send 29¢ postage for 
prlcellst. Ask for List #Al19 

TOM KASSEL STAMPS, INC. 
P.O. Box 37750 

MJlwaukee, Wisconsin 53237-0750 

Sening collecton since 1980 • APS ftcognlzed dealer 

• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

WORLDWIDE STAMPS 
By Country and by Topic 

Collections Bought and Sold 
Discounts on Albums and Supplies 

Ed Fritz Don Wendland 
GREENDALE STAMPS 

5810 W. Oklahoma Ave., Milwaukee 
(414) 321-3337 Daily 9-5 

WANTED 

Show Covers (no duplica
tion), Perfins, State Ducks 
Mint (no WI) , Mint Wash.
Franklin issues. Will give 
nice US Mint or Used in 
Exch. Dorance Gibbs 

223 N. 20th 
Lacrosse WI 54601 

TOPEX Souvenir Cover 
with Plate Number Coil 

"Saluting America's Dairy Industry" 
Only $1 . 75 plus large SASE 

Order from MaryAnn Bown:,an, PO. Box 1451, 
Waukesha, WI 53187. Make checks payable 
to Waukesha County Philatelic Society. 

II 



TOPICALLY YOURS The Oregon Trail 
by Verna Shackleton 

This year six states are going to celebrate the 150th year of the 
Oregon Trail (MO, KS, NE, WY, ID, OR). 

OREGON 

0 1---~~ I 
liln -~ ... 

Feb.12, 1993 1959 Scott #1124 
Mt. Hood-backgrd 

The Post-Crescent map shows the full length of the trail the 
pioneers used on their trek west to Oregon. The trail was a path 
blazed by trappers in pursuit of beaver pelts. The approximate 
length of this trail was 2,000 miles, and was between the Missouri 
and the Columbia Rivers. It was the longest of the frontier routes 
during the expansion westward. Their journey started out near 
Independence, Missouri, travelling along the North Platte River, and 
when they reached Fort Laramie, approximately 600 miles distant, they 
could stop and rest and have their wagons repaired before going over 
the Rocky Mountains. 

The six-month march alternated between mind-numbness monotony 
boredom, heart-stopping danger, searing heat, and water-bucket freezing 
cold. One out 20 of these men, women, and children lay in trail side 
graves. The survivors crossed a landscape as magnificent as it was 
challenging. Most went west for a new start with plans to change the 
land, but instead the land changed them! 

The USPS issued a commemorative stamp honoring the 150th anniver
ary of the Oregon Trail on February 12, 1993, (See above stamp). The 
official First Day city was Salem, Oregon, with the stamp also being 
issued in 36 other cities along the trail in Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, 
Wyoming, Idaho, Washington,and Oregon. The FD ceremonies started a 
weekend of activity in Oregon with it culminating Feb.14th, the date 
Oregon became a state. 

The original artwork for this stamp had to be revised because 
the border between Oregon and Washington was incorrectly depicted as 
following the contour of the Snake River. Actually, the boundry between 
the two states follows the 46th parallel of North latitude from the Idaho 
border west to the Columbia River. 

Scott #964 - The stamp honoring the centenary of Oregon depicts John 
McLaughlin, Jason Lee, and a wagon on the Oregon Trail. McLaughlin, was 
the Hudson's Bay man in Columbia River territory, and was known as the 
"father. of Oregon". Jason Lee, an American pioneer in Oregon, was a 
Methodist missionary. Missions founded by him and his associates were 
centers of settlement. 



WaUSAupex '93, the leadoff 
show of the 1993-94 phila
telic season, will see 
some changes. For one 
thing, the Wisconsin Val
ley Philatelic Society 
will switch to a one-day 
show , on Sunday Sept. 26. 

WISCONSIN VALLEY PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY PRESENTS ITS 

ANNUAL 

STAMP SHOW 
STAMP COLLECTING IS FUN 

FOR .EVERYONE 

Sept. 26 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

SUPER 
ONE DATSHOW 

··t ' 

C 

Another change is in name 
only. WaUSApex '93 will be 
held at the Wausau Inn, 
which is Howard Johnson's 
new name, where WVPS have 
their shows for many years 
now--still at the inter
section of Hwy 51 & Cty N. 

Exhibiting will be limited 
to WVPS club members only. 
The theme of the show is 
the circus. Speci~l 
cacheted show covers 
featuring the four recent 
circus stamps will be 
available. 

WAUSAPEX '93 
HOWARD JOHNSON'S

"'""' .. WAUSAU INN" 

Bill Grosnick has promised 
that Mother Nature will 
also be putting on a 
colorful show of her own. 

YOUR EDITOR'S MUSES 

The Biggest Show in Northern Wisconsin 
Exhibits/Dealers/U.S.P.S. 

FREE ADMISSION ...,., ...... 

Now that summer vacations are mere memories and a new 
philatelic season is here, I'd like to make a call for more 
articles from local club members of the Federation. We are 
especially in need of articles of a topical nature for our 
TOPICORNER column, as MaryAnn Bowman informs me she has 
submitted the last of her juniors' articles on various 
topics. 

I started TOPICORNER about three years ago with a column by 
Bob Mather discussing his Donkeys on Stamps. This was 
followed by two columns of my own and one or two submitted by 
Verna Shackleton. Then MaryAnn Bowman and her juniors took 
over the column and made it a regular monthly feature. 

Now we need other members to submit 300-word articles on 
their favorite topics on stamps. Send me the information and 
I will even type up the article for you. 



SHOW CALENDAR AND REGISTRY 

SEPT 26 WAUSAUPEX '93, WISCONSIN VALLEY PHILATELIC SOCIETY. Wausau Inn (formerly Howard 
Johnson's) Hwy 51 & Cty NN, Wausau. 

OCT 2 DANEPEX '93, BADGER STAMP CLUB. Holiday Inn Southeast, I90 & Hwy 12/18 (Exit 
142B), Madison. (Contact person: Karen Weigt, 4184 Rose CT., Middleton, WI 
53562. Telephone (608) 836-1509. 

OCT 16-17 TOSAPEX '93, WAUWATOSA PHILATELIC SOCIETY, Gonzaga Hall, 1435 S. 92 ST., West 
Allis. (Contact Person: W. Jaglowski, P.O. Box 13102, Wauwatosa WI 53213). 

OCT 17 23rd ANNUAL SHOW, COONEY NUMISMATISTS AND PHILATELISTS, LTD., Oconomowoc 
Recreation Center, 324 W. Wisconsin Ave. Oconomowoc. (Contact person: Christine 
Dama, 35442 Carriage CT., Oconomowoc, WI 53066. 

FEB 19-20 STAMP SHOW '94, KENOSHA STAMP AND COVER CLUB. St Mark's Auditorium, 7202 
Sheridan Rd., Kenosha. (Contact person: Dennis Mueller, 7620 - 10th Ave., 
Kenosha WI 53143) 

MAR 4-6 MILCOPEX '94·, MILWAUKEE PHILATELIC SOCIETY INC. , MECCA, Bruce Hall, Milwaukee 
(Milwaukee Philatelic Society Inc., PO Box 1980, Milwaukee WI 53201-1980) 

MAR 19-20 BAYPEX '94, GREEN BAY PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

OTHER SHOWS, BOURSES, AUCTIONS, ETC. ($1 per listing) 

SEPT 18-19 STAMPFEST '93. MILWAUKEE PHILATELIC SOCIETY INC., Gonzaga Hall, 1435 S. 92 ST., 
West Allis. 

ACROSS THE FENCE is 
the official publication of the 
Wisconsin Federation of 
Stamp Clubs and is published 
ten times a year. Display ad
vertisting rates are: full 
page-$30, 1/2 page-$16, 
1/4 page-$8, 1/8 page-$5. 
Want ads (business card size 
31/2" x 2"): $2 per issue; 
must be prepaid. Inquire for 
rates on other setups. Make 
all checks payable to the 
Wisconsin Federation of 
Stamp Clubs. Deadline for 
all material is the I 0th of the 
month preceding month of 
publication. Send to: Clete 
Delvaux, Editor, Across the 
Fence, 1827 Aspen Ln., 
Green Bay, WI 54303 -
phone (414) 494-8868. 
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Greg S. Schmidt 
870 Bengal Rd. 
Neenah, WI 54956 
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